PENNINGTON SWCD BOARD MEETING
(USDA/SWCD Conference Room)
April 16, 2026
9:00 A.M.

Supervisors Present:

Kevin Wilde, Chair

Ricky Peterson, Vice Chair
Greg Hilgeman, Treasurer
Tom Wold, Secretary

Linda Hanson, Public Relations

Staff Present:

Peter Nelson, District Manager

Kari Moyer, District Coordinator

Larissa Fitzgerald, District Technician
Bryanna Grefthen, Water Resource Specialist
Marisa Newton, Outreach Coordinator

Gabi Ostgaard, Conservation Corps Intern
Matt Sorvig, Conservation Technician

Nico Bennett, NRCS District Conservationist

Absent:

Justin Muller, Engineering Technician
Logan Handyside, Engineer

Taylor Leback, PF Farm Bill Biologist

Guests:
Grant Nelson, County Ag Inspector

The meeting was held at the USDA/SWCD Conference Room. Kevin Wilde, Chair, called the
meeting to order at 9:06 a.m. Kevin completed a roll call of all supervisors and staff.

Greg made a motion, seconded by Linda, to approve the revised agenda. All in favor, motion
carried.

Ricky made a motion, seconded by Tom, to approve the March 19, 2026, meeting minutes. All
in favor, motion carried.



April 16, 2026 — Minutes

Tom made a motion, seconded by Linda to approve the March 2026 financial report. All in
favor, motion carried.

The District Manager was advised to contact the county attorney regarding unpaid tree planting
service invoices from 2025.

Ricky made a motion, seconded by Linda, to approve payment of the following bills:

Sjobergs .$66.95
Chase Card Service $6,511.80
Lakes Country Service Co-op $759.04
Marco $107.42
Office of MNIT Services $59.38
Pennington County $224.90
Speed’s Auto $66.61
Times $70.00
Verizon $106.72

All in favor, motion carried.

Greg made a motion, seconded by Linda to approve the RCPP pasture and hay planting cost-
share contract;

113-1-8 $19,999.98

All in favor, motion carried.

Ricky made a motion, seconded by Greg to approve the RCPP pasture and hay planting cost-
share contract;

113-1-11 $19,999.98

All in favor, motion carried.

Ricky made a motion, seconded by Greg to approve the RCPP pasture and hay planting cost-
share contract;

113-1-12/2-1 $11,068.20

All in favor, motion carried.

Tom made a motion, seconded by Linda to approve the WBIF pasture and hay planting cost-
share contract;

PSWCD_RLR_WBIF_16 $20,000.00

All in favor, motion carried.

Linda made a motion, seconded by Tom to approve the Tree Planting cost-share contract;
FY26CC03 $2,529.90

All in favor, motion carried.
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Ricky made a motion, seconded by Linda to approve the RCPP no-till and cover crop cost-share
contract;

113-2-2 $3,820.00

All in favor, motion carried.

The board requested a second opinion be obtained regarding the vacant lot owned by the
district.

Building lease update. DNT Holdings updated the lease with USDA through July 2030. They have
a potential buyer for the building who is requesting confirmation the SWCD would be
interested in renewing a lease through July 2030. The board was supportive of the building
lease update.

Greg made a motion, seconded by Linda to allow SWCD staff to complete CRP status reviews
for USDA and Pheasants Forever partners. All in favor, motion carried.

Greg made a motion, seconded by Tom approving staff to attend the 2026 MACDE Admin
Session in Walker, MN from June 15 through June 17, All in favor, motion carried.

Greg made a motion, seconded by Linda, to approve the updated HDR Scope of Services project
cost estimate. The revised estimate reflects an increase of $3,600 from the original estimate
which now includes construction inspection and as built, bringing the total project cost
estimate to $18,453. All in favor, motion carried.

Tom made a motion, seconded by Greg, to sponsor a flower basket for the Zehlians group. The
baskets will be placed throughout Thief River Falls. The basket will contain soil. All in favor,

motion carried.

Tom made a motion, seconded by Ricky to approve purchase of the custom passport booklets
for the Pennington Stewardship Expo. All in favor, motion carried.

Linda made a motion, seconded by Ricky to have a booth at the 2027 Home Show. All in favor,
motion carried.

Greg made a motion, seconded by Tom to purchase 50 pocket calendars for 2027. All in favor,
motion carried.

Greg made a motion, seconded by Tom to approve the Woodland Stewardship Agreement. All
in favor, motion carried.

The Local Work Group ranking was reviewed.
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Tom made a motion, seconded by Linda to approve the RCPP cover crop cost-share contract;
113-1-10 $12,596.50
All in favor, motion carried.

Reports reviewed include those submitted by District employees, NRCS District Conservationist,
Pheasants Forever, and the Pennington County Ag Coordinator.

The next board meeting will be held at the Pennington SWCD conference room on Thursday,
May 21, 2026, at 9:00 am, subject to call.

Linda made a motion, seconded by Tom to adjourn. All in favor, motion carried.

The meeting adjourned at 11:50 am.

Tom Wold, Secretary






