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Pennington SWCD provides technical and 
financial assistance for streambank protection 
projects. This spring has created a steady stream of 
landowners inquiring about their eroding 
riverbank. Streambanks must tolerate strong 
currents, changing water levels, ice jams, flooding, 
and surface water runoff. Bank and soil erosion is 
natural and sometimes inevitable, but can be 
intensified by human activity. There are many 
ways landowners can protect their streambanks 
and property. One way is to increase building 
setback distances from a river. Rivers are 
constantly changing and streambank failures can 
turn a pleasant river view into a streambank 
protection project that costs more than your house. 

 
Additional Ways to Protect Streambanks 
 Leave steep slopes undisturbed 
 Maintain or install native vegetative 

buffers 
 Maintain your septic system and do not 

discharge wastewater into the river 
 Minimize fertilizer and pesticide use 
 Don’t dump leaves or grass clippings over 

the bank 
 Don’t mow next to the river or stream and 

vegetate with deep rooted plants 
 Don’t add additional weight to the 

riverbank such as additional structures or 
soil/fill 

 Avoid piling snow on riverbanks as 
increased moisture and weight reduce the 
structural integrity 
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Hello, my name is Zoey Magner and I will 
be working as Pennington SWCD’s 
Conservation Corps Intern this summer.  

 
I grew up in Newfolden, MN, and 

attended high school at Marshall County 
Central. I am attending college at the 
University of Minnesota Crookston pursuing 
a degree in wildlife management. In my free 
time, I enjoy spending time with family and 
friends. I love many outdoor activities that 
include riding horses, taking photos, bird 
watching, hiking, swimming, bonfires, and 
playing with my dog.  

 
Some of the projects I will be assisting 

with include tree planting, culvert inventory, water monitoring, community outreach, 
field checks, rain gardens, aquatic invasive species, surveying, and more. I am super 
excited for all the great experiences I will have by the end of the summer. The staff 
has been so welcoming and make everything fun! I am truly thankful for meeting all 
of them. 

Logan Handyside joined the Red 
River Valley Conservation Service Area 
(RRVCSA) as an Engineer on June 6th. 
He grew up on a cow/calf operation in 
eastern Mahnomen County that he is still 
involved in today. He attended school  in 
Mahnomen and received a Bachelor of 
Science in Civil Engineering from North 
Dakota State University.  

 
As an Engineer for RRVCSA, Logan 

will be available to provide engineering 
assistance upon request for each of the 
districts within the Northwestern portion 
of the area. These services include 
survey, design, construction assistance, 
and as-built drawings for a variety of   
non-point water quality practices.  

 
Logan is married and has 3 children.  

He enjoys anything outdoors, hunting, 
fishing, sports, and ranching. He looks forward to working with everyone in the area 
and is excited, as well as very grateful, for the opportunity.  



 

 

Nobody Wants Fleas  
Pet owners can confirm, nobody wants fleas; 

and water enthusiasts should be aware of a different 
kind of flea invading Minnesota lakes and streams! 
The spiny waterflea is a microscopic organism that 
lives in open water. It has been discovered in Lake 
of the Woods.  

 

These organisms clog eyelets of fishing rods 
when in infested waters. Besides being a nuisance 
to anglers, spiny waterflea feed on native 
zooplankton impacting the population on which our 
native fish species rely on for food. Due to the 
spines on its long tail, spiny waterflea are difficult to eat and are avoided by native fish. 
With no known predators or control methods, these aquatic invasive species invade water 
bodies quickly.  

CD96 is located half a mile south of St. Hilaire and outlets into the Red Lake River. In 
November of 2020, about 900 feet of the south slope of County Ditch 96 was stabilized.  
Large portions of the south bank had been sloughing due to groundwater movement and 
weak soils.   

 

In 2021, the district secured a Clean Water Fund 
Grant to continue stabilizing CD96 west of Highway 32.  
Phase 2 of this projects is nearly ½ mile long and will also 
stabilize the south bank.  

 

 In addition to the Clean Water Fund Grant, project 
funding will come from a Federal 319 Grant, County 
Ditch Funds, Watershed-Based Implementation Funding, 
and the Red Lake Watershed District. Davidson 
Construction completed phase 1 and was awarded the bid 
for phase 2. The project design is similar to phase 1 and 
construction will take place this summer.  

COUNTY DITCH 96 

OUTLET PROJECT—PHASE 2 

 

You can help prevent 
spreading spiny waterflea 
and other aquatic invasive 
species by following the 
CLEAN . DRAIN . DRY 
technique on all equipment 
when leaving and before 
entering a water body. 
Thank you for doing your 
part to protect Minnesota 
waters! 

Photo Credit:  MN DNR 



 

 

See You Later, 
Alligator! 

 

If you have invasive plants, such as 
buckthorn, but don’t have the proper tools to 
remove them, you’re in luck! The SWCD received a 
grant from the Minnesota Department of 
Agriculture to purchase invasive plant management 
tools that are available for landowners to use free of 
charge. These tools are called “The Extractigator” 
and come in various sizes. They can remove trees  
up to 3.23” in diameter! This tool is simple, quick to 
use, and will remove the entire plant - roots and all! 
If you have additional invasive plants, such as 
common tansy, spotted knapweed, or leafy spurge, 
that may require chemical treatment. Ask the 
SWCD about the upcoming weed management cost-
share program funded by the new Cooperative 
Weed Management Area Grant!  

The winter of 2021-2022 brought snow and wind from all directions. The prevailing winter winds in this part of 
the state generally come from the north/northwest. This past winter, we had strong winds from every direction and 
landowners were finding they could have benefited from planting trees in areas they hadn’t considered before. 
Windbreaks/shelterbelts are generally planted on the north and west sides of a field or farm/homestead but can be 
planted on the south and east as needed. 
 

Benefits of a Windbreak/Shelterbelt 
Fall and Winter 

• Catches snow before it reaches the yard or  
driveway 

• Protects from the cold winds 
• Protects livestock from sub-zero wind chills 
• Lessens the snow on roadways 

Spring and Summer 
• Reduces soil erosion 
• Offers shade and cooler temps in the                                                                                                              

summer heat 
All Seasons 

• Beauty  
• Wildlife habitat 
• Increases property value 

 

The SWCD offers customized tree planning, cost estimates, tree planting, installation of weed barrier fabric, tree 
protector tubes, and more.  Call Larissa for information today! 
 
***TIP OF THE DAY:  If your spruce trees have needle cast, fungicides with the active ingredient chlorothalonil, 
copper hydroxide, or mancozeb will protect new spruce needles from infection. 



 

 

An “Exciting Evening” describes our April 19th 
Spring Banquet. We were happy to gather again 
after COVID-19 prohibited the event the last two 
years. The Legacy Event Center served as a new 
venue with plenty of room for our 108 guests. Prior 
to our program, Evergreen Catering served a roast 
beef dinner. 

 
Several guests were honored that evening:  

Outstanding Conservationists, Joel and LeAnn 
Stolaas; Rural Beautification Winners, Kami and 
Mike Spears; 4th and 5th grade Poster/Mural Contest 
Winners, and our Rainfall Monitors. The district 
staff gave a pictorial review of our 2021 Highlights, 
and Billy and Joe Kezar topped off the evening with 
musical entertainment. 

 
Next year’s banquet will be part of our 75th 

Anniversary celebration. We’d love for you to 
join us on April 13, 2023, to celebrate this 
special event! 

Enjoyable Eats + Entertainment = Exciting Evening 

 

 

 
TO 

2022 2021 

An unprecedented drought in 2021 and a combination of late snow melt and heavy rains in 2022 has wreaked 
havoc on the county for the last two years. In 2021, we saw stressed crops and wind erosion caused by little to no 
rain (see the 2021 picture below). The entire growing season (April—October) averaged only 16.35 inches of 
rain. In 2022, we’ve seen water erosion due to flooding, forcing crops to be planted later than normal, if at all  
(see the 2022 picture below). The average rainfall for April and May this year was 11.38 inches with five 
reporting months remaining this growing season.  



 

 

 

What’s it called when soil              
blows or washes away? 

(See Willy the Worm  
for the answer.) 

Jersey Horgeshimer Charlotte Beck 

Ellie Hruby Betsy Geiser Kendall Zerr 

Thank you to our sponsors:  Border Bank, North Risk Partners, Northern State Bank, and Sally Wolff State Farm Agency. 

Answer:  
Erosion 



 

 

1ST PLACE AND ORAL PRESENTATION 

WINNERS — KITTSON CENTRAL 
 

(Kittson Central took 2nd place at the 
Minnesota State Envirothon scoring less than 
one point behind 1st place.) 

2ND PLACE WINNERS — BADGER 

3RD PLACE WINNERS — STEPHEN-ARGYLE 

Staff handed out 177 Black Hills spruce trees to 
the kindergarten classes at Challenger, Goodridge, 
St. John’s, and St. Bernard’s Schools.  The trees are 
gifted from Katherine Hanson in memory of her 
mother Dorothy Hanson, a former kindergarten 
teacher at Northrup Elementary School. 

What are two 
items you use 
every day in 
school that are 
made from trees?  
 
Answer:  
Paper and  
pencils 



 

 

      

Thanks to everyone that has  
installed buffers along public 
waters. Remember to maintain 
the required vegetative buffer 
width and avoid damaging your 
buffer while spraying.  

 
If you have not done so, 

please install your buffer now. 
Compliance checks will be 
conducted again this summer  to 
ensure compliance status 
throughout the county. For any 
questions on your status, please 
contact the SWCD. 

Looking for a fun outdoor activity  
The whole family can take part 

in? Pennington SWCD is hosting a 
monthly photo contest starting       
now through October 31st.   

 
Contest rules and photo requirements: 
• Photos must be taken in Pennington County. 
• Photo must focus on an element of nature. 
• Only one submission per person per month. 
• Photo must be original and owned by you. 
• No people or advertisements allowed in photo. 
 

Submissions 
• Photos can be submitted in the comment section of our Facebook post or via email 

at: donna.christianson@pennington.mnswcd.org. 
• Each photo submission should include your name, telephone number, and township 

where the photo was taken (if known).  
• Photos will be judged during monthly SWCD Board Meetings. 

 
Prizes 
• Each month a winner will be chosen and awarded a prize.  Those winners will be 

entered into a grand prize drawing that will be held at the end of October.  
 
Consent 
• Submission of your photo gives permission to Pennington SWCD to use the 

photo for any legal use, including but not limited to: publicity, social media, 
copyright purposes, illustration, advertising, and website content. 

 

 

 We look forward to seeing your photos! 

mailto:donna.christianson@pennington.mnswcd.org


 

 

The Minnesota Agricultural Water Quality Certification Program (MAWQCP) is a 
voluntary opportunity for agricultural landowners to take the lead implementing 
conservation practices to protect surface and groundwater. Currently, fifteen producers in 
Pennington County are certified with two more working toward certification. Statewide 
over 1,200 farmers have been certified covering over 850,000 acres of farmland. A great 
job is being done to protect water quality here and statewide by our farmers!   

 
Through this program, certified producers receive: 
 

 Regulatory Certainty:  Certified producers are considered compliant with any 
new water quality rules or laws that are implemented during the ten year period 
of certification. 

 Recognition: Certified producers may use their status to promote their 
business as good stewards of water quality. 

 Priority For Technical Assistance:  Producers seeking certification can 
obtain specially designated technical and financial assistance to implement 
practices that promote water quality. 

 Verification Of A Job Well Done: Reinforces the good management and 
conservation work being done on the land.  It provides additional feedback and 
support to get certified or do additional improvements. Certified farmers going 
above and beyond the initial certification can also be recognized with 
endorsements for soil health, integrated pest management, wildlife, climate 
smart, and irrigation. 

 Incentives:  MAWQCP recognizes good stewardship and provides financial 
incentives from varied sources. These funds are available to Minnesota 
producers who are certified or actively seeking certification as evidenced by a 
signed MAWQCP application. 

 
How the MAWQCP certification process works: 

1. Pennington County farmers contact the SWCD to begin the application 
process.  

2. A field-by-field assessment is completed. Items evaluated include: nutrient 
management practices, tillage management, pest management, irrigation and 
tile drainage, and existing conservation practices. 

3. After the initial assessment, a meeting is conducted with the farmer to review 
current practices and recommend new ones for fields that need additional 
conservation measures to be eligible for certification.   

4. A field review is done to verify that all risks to water quality are treated or a 
plan is in place to address the problems.   

5. Producers can enter into a ten year certification 
contract that ensures regulatory certainty from the 
State of Minnesota. 

6. MAWQCP participation is voluntary, producers can 
decide to go through the complete certification process 
or stop at any point along the assessment process. All 
information is kept private and not shared with other 
agencies. 

 
If you would like to learn more about the program 

or are interested in becoming MAWQCP certified, 
please call the SWCD office at 218-683-7075.  



 

 

When was the last time you had your well water tested? If 
your answer is over one year ago, consider participating in the 
SWCD Annual Well Clinic! Minnesota Department of 
Health recommends testing well water for coliform bacteria 
every year and nitrates every other year. Luckily, the SWCD 
Well Clinic provides test kits for nitrates, coliform bacteria, 
and E. coli at a reduced cost of $10.00. Simply stop by the 
SWCD office during hours on August 22nd - 24th, 2022, to 
pick up a test kit. On Thursday, August 25th, use the kit to 
collect your water sample and return it to the SWCD as 
instructed. 

 
If you are interested in testing your water for more than 

the analytes mentioned above, there are additional test kits 
available year-round for regular price. Stop by the SWCD 
office to see what tests are available and receive a kit with 
instructions. Ensuring safe drinking water is important for 
protecting your health and especially important for the health 
of young children. Take advantage of these opportunities to 
learn what is in your water! 

Septic Systems During A Flood 
 

Record spring rains created problems with flooded septic systems. Licensed septic system 
maintainers were busy pumping tanks and would often pump out double the capacity of the tank 
due to the saturated ground. What can be done to minimize septic system problems during a flood? 

 
Preventative measures can be taken: 

 
• Install a backflow preventer valve so sewage doesn’t back up into your home 
 

• Pumping the septic tank prior to a flood is an option, but the tank must be properly 
anchored to prevent the tank from becoming buoyant and pushing out of the ground    

 

• Make plans to minimize water use  
 

There is little that can be done while your septic system is flooded. During a flood event, 
minimize water use and turn off any electrical components such as the pump and alarm. 

 
After the flood, inspect your system for any damages and make necessary repairs. If your septic 

and/or pump tank contains flood water, have the tank pumped to prevent any soil particles from 
entering your soil treatment area. Always check maintenance hole covers to make sure they are 
properly secured. 

Pennington SWCD  

Well Clinic 



 

 

EQIP Program 
 

The Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP) provides 
technical and financial assistance for landowners to address natural 
resource concerns that deliver environmental benefits such as:  improved 
water quality, reduce soil erosion, improve plant health, soil health and 
improve wildlife habitat.   

 
Applications for EQIP are accepted throughout the year. If your 

application is accepted for funding, you will enter into a contract with 
NRCS to receive financial assistance to implement chosen practices.  
Payment rates are reviewed annually.  If you have any questions, please 
contact your local NRCS office at (218) 681-1612. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 

Last year, $1.8 million was 
loaned for practices that 
improved water quality in 
Pennington, Red Lake, 
Marshall, Polk, and Roseau 
Counties. These loans were 
made possible through the 
AgBMP Loan Program. Rural 
landowners, farmers, farm 
supply businesses, and water 
quality cooperatives are all 
eligible to apply. The loan 
application process is easy, with 
applications being accepted on a 
continual basis. First, the 
SWCD will review the 
application to determine if the 
practice qualifies. If it does, the 
applicant then chooses a lending 
institution to obtain a low 
interest loan (3% max interest 
plus fees). Once approved, the 
Minnesota Department of 
Agriculture (MDA) provides the 
funds to the lending institution 
for the project. Here is a list of 
eligible practices: 

 
•Septic Systems 

•Well Repair/Replacement 

•Conservation Tillage 

Equipment 

•Erosion Control Practices 

•Feedlot Improvements 

•Manure Management 

•Wetland Restoration 

•Chemical Management 

•Other (must improve water 

quality) 

 

See your local SWCD office 
if you have any questions about 
the AgBMP Loan Program. 

Continuous CRP signup is ongoing! 
 

Contact Jill Fejszes at 218-683-7075 for more details. 

Well Sealing Cost-Share 
 

Unsealed wells can pose a danger for small 
children and pets to fall into. They can also 
contaminate the groundwater by allowing 
wastewater in. If you have an unused well that 
needs to be sealed, call the SWCD office today! 
We have state cost-share funds available to pay 
50% on well sealings. 
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Although not as common as the wood tick or deer tick in Minnesota, 
the lone star tick is making its way north.  The female can be recognized 
by a large spot on her back (see picture).  The male does not have a spot 
but shows off distinctive white markings on the edge of the body.  
Nymphs are reddish in color and circular in shape. 

 

A bite from the lone star tick can cause many of the same symptoms 
as other tick bites (i.e. fever, headache, fatigue, muscle pain, and a 
circular rash similar to the rash associated with Lyme disease).  
However, research shows the tick’s bite does not spread Lyme disease.  
It can spread diseases such as ehrlichiosis, tularemia, bourbon virus 
disease, southern tick-associated rash illness (STARI), heartland virus, 
and alpha-gal syndrome (an acquired allergy to red meat and other 
animal products.) * 

 

Ticks are most likely to crawl onto you or your pets while walking 
through long grass and brush, so it’s best to stick to a trail. The easiest 
way to protect against ticks and their bites while out in the woods or field 
is by using repellents that include picaridin, DEET, or permethrin.  

 

If you are bitten by a tick and any of the symptoms listed above 
occur, consult medical advice immediately. 

 

*Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, “Tick ID”, Tickborne Diseases of the 
United States, Ticks, 7.7.22, https://www.cdc.gov/ticks/tickbornediseases/tickID.html 

 

 

Photo Credit: CDC, James Gathany  
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